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ranee, and in our own, of oriental learning, They
availed themselves for a while of our being in a state
of darkness; but the light of day has at length
broken in upon us, and exposed to deserved contempt
their superficial speculations.
The infatuation of these unbelievers would be less
striking, if they were able altogether to decline
Christianity; and were at liberty to relinquish their
pretensions to its rewards, on condition of being
exempted from its punishments. But that is not the
case; they must stand the risk of the encounter,
and their eternal happiness or misery is suspended
upon the issue5. What must be the emotions of
these men, on first opening their eyes in the world of
spirits, and being convinced, too late, of the. awful
reality of their impending ruin 2 May the mercy
and the power of (rod awaken them from their
desperate slumber, while life is yet spared, and there
is yet space for repentance !
sect. IV.—Advice suggested ly the state of the times
to true Christians.
To those who really deserve the appellation of
true Christians, much has been said incidentally in
the course of the present work. It has been main-
tained (and the proposition will not be disputed by
any sound or experienced politician,) that they are
always most important members of the community.
But we may boldly assert, that there never was a1*
period, wherein, more justly than in the present,
this could be affirmed of them; whether the situa-
tion of our own country, in all its circumstances,
* This argument is pressed with uncommon force in Pascal's
Thoughts on Religion ; a work highly valuable, though not in every
part to be approved; abounding in particular with those deep views
of religion, which the name of its author prepares us to expect.

